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Each day as I drive up the road to work, I think “Wow, I get to work in a park”. My 
daily nine + hours are not spent in an office building surrounded by many buildings or a 
strip mall, but a park. I get to see a baseball diamond with either kids or seniors playing 
baseball/softball, all ages playing golf or disc golf, kids and adults making memories in our 
recreation center, community center and pool. Now how lucky can I be. I know I take this 
for granted and have those days of; I do not even want to be here especially when the sun 
is shining. Maybe you too have those days. It is also hard for me too since my husband is 
retired. We all get into that grueling mode of work and all those pleasant thoughts go out 
the window. Then I think wait… I need to put this back into perspective, my mood changes 
and I am in that park setting again.  

Our summer season is just upon us, our busy time to create fun memories for all 
ages.  We are in the midst of hiring summer staff, starting our promotions of camps, clas-
ses, swim lessons, Movie in the Park and out door summer concerts. Do we recreation 
professionals even get the time to enjoy summer for ourselves? I know I will be super 
busy this summer as I am sure each of you will be. This is where WILS comes into play. 
We all are in the same boat and we have each other to share our same situations, run 
ideas past one another, laugh and complain together. Thank goodness for WILS! 

As I mentioned at the Spring National Meeting, the National Board did not get the 
opportunity to meet in person, we held two conference phone calls. This was due to the 
lack of time for everyone to meet. The Board will discuss at the Fall 2016 meeting: Chap-
ter Development, WILS Task Manual and Bylaws plus explore the idea of using LinkedIn. 
Our WILS website is getting updated by Lydie Gutfeld. Nancy Hogan and Karon De Leon 
will form a subcommittee to make sure our budget is always balanced. Again I ask each of 
you, if you have ideas please tell your National delegate. The National Board wants to 
hear from you! If There is a WILS, There is a Way! It takes all of us to make it happen. 

I wish each of you a wonderful summer, try to enjoy it, get some relaxation-yea 
right, and make the most of it. I need to go home now, it is past my dinner time and my 
eyes are drooping. 

 

Love to all of you, Michele Greenberg-McClung 
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National News—contributed by Nancy Hogan 

 

   The National Board of Directors meeting was held 
March 3, 2016  and for the first time ever the board 
members met via a phone conference. The 
phone conference was challenging but we 
gave it a try. 

 

   The phone conference was held in the attempt to limit 
travel expenses, which are a large part of the national 
budget, and accommodate the board members 
schedules. The Board decided to create a Budget 
Subcommittee to review the budget and recommend 
methods to ensure there is a balanced budget. Karon De 
Leon volunteered to chair the committee.  

 

 

 

The Board decided to update the WILS national website 
on an annual basis and create links to each chapter’s 
webpage or contact information if the chapter does not 
have a webpage. The board conclude the meeting and 
another conference date can be confirmed for April.  

 

  

 

 

 

                 WILS  NATIONAL NEWS FOR YOU 

Purple Ribbon Committee 

Update  

The Purple Ribbon Committee is proud to have 

gotten the Chi Charter Chapter (greater Chicago 

area) on their feet and ready to go. Bobbi Nance 

of the Park District of Oak Park was installed as 

the  1st Chi President. 

The Purple Ribbon Committee (PRC) works 
to organize new chapters and was success-
fully chaired by Allison Brammer. Since Alli-
son’s retirement the National Board is looking 
for a new PRC chair. If you are interested in 
chairing the committee or serving on any na-
tional committees please contact Michele 
Greenburg-McClung mgreenberg-
mcclung@ci.la-mesa.ca.us  

               

NATIONAL BOARD MEETING AT CONFERENCE 
 

  The 2016 National Board general membership meeting was 
held at the Yard House on March 9, 2016 in  Long Beach. 
This year each chapter took  part in the planning and 
 organization of the luncheon, great team work.  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

The luncheon and 44 members enjoyed a great lunch and our 
Annual Gift Card raffle  was a grand success. Our President, 
Michele Greenburg-McClung welcomed everyone and encour-
aged members to get involved on the national level.  Each 
chapter delegate gave a brief report of their chapter’s activi-
ties.  Lunch was great and everyone left energized.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://75.103.83.196/~wilsgamm/?page_id=12&wppa-album=17&wppa-photo=296&wppa-occur=1
http://75.103.83.196/~wilsgamm/?page_id=12&wppa-album=17&wppa-photo=297&wppa-occur=1
http://75.103.83.196/~wilsgamm/?page_id=12&wppa-album=17&wppa-photo=305&wppa-occur=1
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                               WILS  NATIONAL NEWS FOR YOU   - UPCOMING ELECTIONS                               

                                         2016-17 WILS National Board - Candidate Biographies     

                                                                Election information will be emailed to members in early June. 

President - Pearl S. Raya 

Chapter:  Gamma 

Member Since: 1985 

Agency: Retired 

National Board Experience: Vice President, 2015-16 

Chapter Board Experience: President, 2008-09; President Elect, 2007-08; Past President, 2009-10  

Candidate Statement:  

To be able to submit my name as a nominee, as WILS National Board President is overwhelming. I have been a member of Gamma for a 

long time, since 1985, so being part of the National Board was never on my radar. All I knew was Gamma. For the past year as VP, I have a 

difference perspective of WILS, its goes beyond what I have known with Gamma. We are an organization that continues to support all wom-

en in our profession from California to Minnesota, I am pleased to be part of the network of professionals and want to  continue having our 

organization  be relevant to all that are involved.  We are a team. I want to be part of and see grow our chapters increase in years to come. 

 

Vice President - Ann Mosack 

Chapter: Zeta 

Member Since: 2008 

Agency: City of Bloomington, MN – Recreation Supervisor 

National Board Experience: Zeta Representative, 2015-16 

Chapter Board Experience: President Elect, President, Past President 

Candidate Statement:  

I’m interested the Vice President position on the National WILS Board to help strengthen and grow WILS for the future.   

 

Treasurer – Valerie Passarella 

Chapter: Gamma 

Member Since: 2009 

Agency: City of Yorba Linda, CA – Recreation Coordinator 

National Board Experience: Secretary, 2015-16 

Chapter Board Experience: Past President, 2015-16; President, 2014-15; Vice President, 2013-14; Treasurer, 2012-13 

Candidate Statement:  

I have been a member of the Gamma Chapter of Women in Leisure Services since 2009.  As a woman navigating a career in the field of 

Parks and Recreation, the sisterhood of WILS has served as a valuable support network, providing leadership opportunities, education, and 

resources.  As a recipient of all WILS has to offer, I am proud to have the opportunity to give back to the organization as Treasurer.  I bring 

to the board experience serving as former Treasurer for the Gamma Chapter, as well as the California Park and Recreation Society Aging 

Section.  As Treasurer, I would ensure WILS continued to maintain a fiscally sound budget.  Thank you for your consideration.   

 Secretary: open for nominations 

For any questions regarding upcoming elections, please contact Juli Johnson at Juli-sjohnson@iowa-city.org    



National Budget 
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 NATIONAL BUDGET SUMMARY 

 

 

 

 

Beginning Balance as of  September 1, 2016  $    12,193.96  

 

September closing                          $11,236.61 

October Closing                                $10,348.48 

November Closing                           $12,009.39 

December Closing                           $11,995.39 

January Closing                                 $11,995.39 

February Closing                              $15,330.39 

March Closing                                    $13,601.79 

April Closing                                       $15,995.33 

Current May 24, 2016                     $15,995.33 

 

 

 



ALPHA CHAPTER      Maile Marquand, National Delegate

                                          

2015-16 Board Members  
 

President-Sonya Young-Jimenez 

 

VP Membership-Diane Chavez 

 

VP Programs- Jackie Koci 

 

Secretary –Vilma Boada-Tellez 

 

Treasurer-Anne Vollmer 

 

National Delegate-Maile Marquand 

 

Life Members Chairs: 

Dorothy Meyer/Karen Kalsman 

 

Sunshine Chairperson –Adria 

Deliberto 

 

Membership: 

Active Members: 20 

Life Members: 48 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

   

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Professional workshop 
Leadership through stress time –April 29th  

Chi Kappa Rho -Alpha Chapter invited members to Ramona Hall to hear Liz 
Garcia discuss how to manage leadership while working through stressful situa-
tions. Liz is a National Speaker and Leadership Trainer. Liz blends her gifts and 
experiences of being a Transformational Coach, Leadership Trainer and former 

NCAA All-American water polo player in her training facilitation. In a 12-year 
career in the non-profit sector Liz oversaw the development of over 1,000 lead-

ers. Liz has a bachelors degree in Sociology from San Jose State University and 
a Master’s Degree in Education from Harvard University. You can find more 

about Liz at www.lifeinbrilliance.com. 
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DELTA CHAPTER                    Kathy Tinsley, National Delegate                                       

2015-16 Board Members  

President  

Michele Greenberg-McClung 

Vice President 

Eileen Turk  

Recording Secretary 

Suzanne Stephens   

Treasurer 

Kathy Tinsley  

Membership  

Michele Greenberg-McClung 

National Delegate 

Kathy Tinsley 

 

Membership: 

20 Active Members 

7 Life members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DELTA   CHAPTER 

Winter Social: 

Nearly 20 ladies from WILS (including a few friends) enjoyed 

Painting and Wine at the Brigantine Restaurant in Poway.  Caris-

sa, local artist/teacher, led the group through simple instructions 

on how to create a lovely beach scene with cliffs.  

Everyone enjoyed one another’s company as we created our 

own masterpieces.  

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Lunch n’ Learn:                                                                    

14 WILS members and guests were treated to an informative 

workshop on KaBoom. From applying, up to final completion day 

everything was explained in detail.         

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       Left to right,                                                                                                                      

Suzanne Stephens, Retired Member and Delta Secretary                                                          

Sara Ramirez, Director of El Cajon Recreation Department                                                             

Michele Greenberg-McClung, National President and Delta Pres-

ident   Cathy Cronin cut in half, sorry Cathy. 
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GAMMA CHAPTER          Nancy Hogan,  National Delegate 

 

2015-16 Board Members  

 

President 

Ashley Wysocki 

 

1st Vice  President 

Wendy Cant   

2nd Vice President 

Taylor Smith  

Secretary 

Janet Martell 

Treasurer 

Adrianna Hyta   

National Delegate 

Nancy Hogan 

 

Past President 

Valerie Passarella 

 

Committee Chairperson 

Alyssa Rico 
The Membership as of February 22, 2016 is as follows: 

Active:     90  

Life:    51   

Total:   141 

www.wils-gamma.com 

 

 

Upcoming Events  

Awards & Installation Banquet May 19 

 

Mentoring Program 

The Gamma Gal program was designed to pair up each 
member of Gamma with someone outside of their agency 
to promote inter-agency communication.  The idea is to 
have ladies encourage their Gamma Gal to attend events 
with each other, which pulls them out of their "city circle" 
and gets them sitting and communicating even more with 
one person outside of their agency. All the active Gamma 

members are participating. 

                                                      EVENTS 
Bosses Day 
The annual Bosses Day event was held on Thursday, October 15, 2015 at the beautiful Rio 
Hondo Event Center in the city of Downey. 32 members and guests enjoyed a nutritious 
breakfast, they also were able to listen to James McQueen, City of Downey Human Re-
sources Analyst, discuss very important Human Resource issues that face many Parks and 
Recreation Departments today. James discussed everything from part-time hour restrictions 

to sick hours.  

 

 
 
 

 

WILS 80th Anniversary Celebration                                                      

The WILS 80th Anniversary celebration was attended by 63 artists on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 4, 2015 at the Long Beach Yacht Club. The afternoon was filled with a little WILS History, 
raffle prizes, an entertaining art lesson, welcoming of new members and more! It was great to 
see some of Gamma’s Life Members at this event painting, “Starry Night Over Alamitos Bay”. 

This event raised $993 for Gamma Scholarships.  

 

 

 

Holiday Breakfast                                                                                                                 
The Annual Holiday Breakfast was held on Thursday, December 10, 2015 at the gorgeous 
Old Ranch Country Club in Seal Beach. This year’s charity chosen by Gamma President, 
Ashley Wysocki, was Be The Match®. Be The Match® is a global leader in bone marrow 
transplantation. They conduct research to improve transplant outcomes provide support and 
resources for patients, and partner with a global network. Ashley shared her personal experi-
ence with Be The Match® with the 32 members attending the event.  

Gamma Chapter donated $278.50 to Be The Match. 

 

Winter Workshop 

The Winter Workshop was held Thursday, February 11 at the new Circle City Center in Coro-
na featuring networking, job training and resources.   53 recreation professionals were en-
joyed the topics included Successfully Balancing Home and Work Life; Getting the Best from 
Yourself and Your Staff; Nine No-No’s: Nine Things That Make A Good Employee Quit or 

Burnout; Is Good Enough? and Why We Do What We Do.  

 

 

 

 

NEW! Wonderful Women of WILS:   

This is a new program to reward and recognize WILS Gamma members who do so much for 
their jobs and community. Women can be nominated for program development, volunteer-
ism, and organization involvement. This is a chance for non-Gamma and Gamma members 
to nominate a fellow Gamma Gal they think is wonderful! This program replaced the Profes-
sional Scholarship program. Nominations are reviewed by the Scholarship Committee on a 

quarterly basis. One nominee per quarter will be awarded $50 in Gamma Bucks. 

Angel vs. Dodger Mixer  

Gamma Chapter teamed up with CPRS District 10, Southern California Municipal Athletic 
Federation, and Men In Leisure Services to offer a Dodger vs. Angels baseball game April 2.  

It was a wonderful social event and every one enjoyed a night of baseball and networking.  

http://75.103.83.196/~wilsgamm/?page_id=12&wppa-album=16&wppa-photo=283&wppa-occur=1
http://75.103.83.196/~wilsgamm/?page_id=12&wppa-album=13&wppa-photo=174&wppa-occur=1
http://75.103.83.196/~wilsgamm/?page_id=12&wppa-album=14&wppa-photo=222&wppa-occur=1
http://75.103.83.196/~wilsgamm/?page_id=12&wppa-album=15&wppa-photo=246&wppa-occur=1
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ZETA CHAPTER                          Ann Mosack, National Delegate                                    

2015-16 Board Members  
 

President  

Laura Knollmaier 

Past President 

Kerry Phillips 

Vice President  

Diane Moe 

Secretary 

Lindsey Danhauser   

Treasurer 

Michelle Brassington 

National Delegate 

Ann Mosack 

Member Services Retention Chair 

Nicole Weedman 

Ways & Means Chair   

Diane Moe 

 

Membership 

Active   66 

Life     5 

www.wils-zeta.com 

                                   2016   Events   

 

  February – WILS Professional Development Workshop, 31 

attendees 

Energetic Leadership and Team Development – Attendees 
learned to nurture personal leadership skills and to foster team 
development skills.  They explored aspects of Emotional Intelli-
gence:  Self-awareness, Self-management, Social-awareness, 
and Social-management.  They gained understanding of how the 
brain works in times of stress and learned how to gain control 
when emotions feel out of control.  They also learned team devel-
opment strategies to manage polarizing dilemmas and to get 
comfortable confronting challenges, setting clear boundaries, and 
adapting to other leadership traits. 

 April – Workshop and Lunch, 15 attendees 

Take Charge of Your Future:  Your Journey To Greater Career 

Achievement – Attendees had the opportunity to learn from cur-

rent Parks and Recreation Directors on how to successfully gain 

greater career achievement, set goals, take on new challenges 

and increase your leadership knowledge. 

 May Workshop:  May 19, 2016:  

 Learning Session Empowered Mindful Leadership & New 

WILS Board Installation Lunch  

Would you like to enhance your ability to influence positive 

change at work? A leader is anyone who is committed to service 

and enhancing their organization. Mindfulness is the difference 

be-tween outstanding and average leaders. Through cultivating 

leadership mindfulness skills, you can:  

 Decrease stress Gain clarity  

 Improve confidence Enhance creativity  

 Increase resilience Deepen compassion  

As you become a more mindful leader, you are more likely to 

build trust, find common ground, focus on solutions, and make 

better decisions with your team. Join us as we learn practical 

skills to build our capacity to be mindful and present, which in-

creases our satisfaction and inspiration at work.  

 Speaker Michele Rae, The Center Within  

 



 
 
 

Report 

The Chi Chapter kicked off its first official event as a newly formed 

chapter on November 16 with banquet hosted at the Rolling Meadows 

Park District.  The event was attended by 39 women who had either 

joined or expressed interest in becoming a member of the chapter.  

The event was kicked off with a speech by the new President, Bobbi 

Nance, and was followed by an installation ceremony led by Donna 

Tilsner and Marcia Bach of the Zeta Chapter as well as a luncheon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since this event, the officers, chairwomen, and members have contin-

ued to work towards the many tasks and decisions required to get the 

chapter up and running in a sustainable way.  Beyond the regular 

meetings, the chapter has held two events, including a very well at-

tended social held in conjunction with the annual Illinois Park & Recre-

ation conference in January. 

Everyone in the Chi Chapter would like to thank every member of the 

WILS National Board, as well as all of the other chapters and their 

leaders and members for their kind welcome to Women in Leisure Ser-

vices as well as support and patience. We’d also like to thank FGM 

Architects who have supported our organization with sponsorship of 

Chi Chapter events as we worked to form and get started. 

 

Please feel free to follow our progress at www.chiwomen.org 

                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

                                                                                 PRESENTING OUR NEWEST CHAPTER, CHI CHAPTER….. 
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CHI CHAPTER             Amy Charlesworth, National  Delegate                               

2015-2016 Board Members  

 

President  

Bobbi Nance, CPRP 

Vice President  

Lisa Sheppard 

Secretary 

Andrea Griffin, CTRS, CPRP 

Treasurer 

Margaret Resnick, CPRP 

National Delegate 

Amy Charlesworth 

 

Membership 

Active   32 

Friends                     3 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/Women-in-
Leisure-Services-Chi-Chapter 

 

http://www.chiwomen.org

